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THE FEDERAL FLAG COMPETITION.

FOUR “REVIEW OF REVIEWS"” COMPETITORS SUCCESSFUL.

What ig the flag of Australia? The design on
the cover of lhe presenl issue *“gives answer"”
—for it haz been chosen from over 30,000 others by
the five expert judges, and recoramended to thoe
Government for adoption as the Commonwealth
fag.

The stall of workers, under the guperintendeuce
of Mr. J. 8. Blackham, of the Melbourns “ Herald,”
were occupied for some weeks in cataloguing and
arranging the exhibits in the Melbourne Exhibi-
tion Bullding.

“You have get us a pretty tolerable task!"™ said
one of the judges as they walked into the HExhibi-
tion, and some hundreds of sguare yards of co-
loured designs blazed on their view. And even
when the caricatures had been separated from the
serious sketches; the day-dreams—and, in some

cases, the nightmares—from the practical plans;
the passibles, In short, from the Impossibles, 1L
wag still difienit to choose the most sultable.
Several important maiters had to be comgidered,
Due regard haid to he paid to history, heraldry,
blazonry, distincliveness, utillty, and cost of mak-
It swas apparent, thought the

ing up in bunting.

A FEW “REVIEW ¥ DESIGNS AT THE

judges, that a Commaonwealth fiag, Lo be represen-
tative; should centain the Union Jack, to gtand for
Great Britain, the Southern Cross for the con-
tinent, and some symbol to signify the unity of the
¢ix States. When thoge designs which would have
served for kindergarten object-legsons, decorations
for a Chinese pagoda, or patterns for cheap lin-
olenme had been turned aside, it was found that
a large percentage of the remainder contalped the
Union Jack, the Southern Cross, and suggestions
of the States in various forms. o

But a very large scetion of the competitors had
made originality their chief aim, and a cheerfual
disregard of the clementary rules of blazonry and
heraldry in the arrangement ol their symbols put
them out of court, The Union Jack could have
bit one place on a flag, yel It appeared in the
centre, and at all the corners in turn; occasionally
it was mutilaled, and gections placed in each of
the fonr corners, whilst, in other instances, it was
set in a plain or ornamental border.

In spite of Mark Twain's ridicule, there i3 more
in the Southern Crosgs than meets the eye, and,
apparently, the compelitors found this out, Lox

[N HIBUEION.
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THE REVIEW OF REVIEWS.

MR. L. J. HAWKINS,
Sydney.

MR IVOR EVANS,
Melbourne.

September 20, 1go1.

MR, E, J, NUTTALL,
Prahran.

only a minority managed to place the stars in the
proper position, or to dritw them correctly. Some
totally lgnored the fact that the stars are but
the points of the Cross, and boldly ruled in Roman
or Greek crosses according to fancy,

The greatest scope for originality, of course,
lay in the representation of the Commonwealth,
and some excellent suggestions had to be turned
aside, as impractieable in a flag. Triangles and
cireles, however cleverly interwoven, would puzzle

the shipmaster, who would require one of Sam
Weller's magnifying glasses to decipher them;
whiist rainbow combinations are strictly pro-
hibited. One competftor conceived the idea of
an Australian-wheel, on the lines of the Manx-
wheel, bul the six clenched fists for a hub, and the
half-dozen muscular arms for spokes, rather robbed
the wheel of its gracefulness. On the ily of
another design appeared six hands, a circie of
index fingers pointing towards the centre, whera

MR, W. STEVENS,
Auckland, N.Z,

a figure of Britannia tried to
appear unconsclous of a lack
of wincer clothing. Six hoo-
nmerangs scurried in wild
flight across one field, a six-
iailed kangaroo was browsing
in a second, a six-rayed comet
in colours adorned a third,
whilst the fly of a . fourth,
which might have done duty
for a menagerie advertise-
ment, wag intended to bear a
Lypieal native animal of each
of the six federating States,
The designer of this elaborate
flag explained that should
other States come in it would
ba a simple matter to add an
animal or bird for each te his
zonlogieal collection—a .moa
for New Zealand, and so on.
Finally, the judges decided
on the pair of flags which ap-
pear in one of the accompany-
ing photographs. A Jarge
numher of designs earrying
mora or less the same idea
were recelved, and fAve of

MISS ANNIE DORRINGTON,
Perth, W.A,




THE WINNING PAIR OF DESIGNS,

THE JUDGES AND OFFICIALS.

First Row: Mr. J. 8, Blackbam, Capt. Clare, Mr. G. Stewart, Lieut. Thompson.
Second Row: Capt. Edie, Capt. Mitchell, Capt. Evans, M.H.A.
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these wers sufliciently alike to warrant the judges
in dividing the prize money between their origin-
ators. '

It was mentioned in a previous mumber that de-
signs had been received by us from all parts of the
world, and a curious proof of this was ‘the fact
that four of the five successful designers had
gent their flags to the " Review of Reviews,”" one
coming from Sydpey, one from Perth, one from
Auckland, and one from Prabran. The fifth prize-
sharer was a Melbourne man, who sent hig design
diroet to the Government.

THE REVIEW OF REVIEWS.

September 20, 1901,

This was gupplied by various forms, such as by col-
onred bars, shields, devices, stars, res, letters, ani-
mals, ete., iutroduced in various colours, forms, and
positions on the several designs. ;

1t was apparent' that a Commonwealth flag, to be
representafive, should contain:

The Union Jack on a blue or red pround: a six-
pointed “star,” representing the six federated States
of Australia immediately under the Union Jack, and
pointing direct to the centre of St. George’s Cross,
and of a size to oceupy the major portion of one
quarter of the flug; the Southern in the fiy,

ax being indicative of the sentiment of the Australian
nation, . #

Haryey and Suteliffe, photo.]

Some designs sent in through the “ Review of Reviews’ awaiting arrangement.
is of E‘l: J. E lImnlczkhlmn, whoghsupeerintended the classificution anfg mmge%nent of the flags.

When the judges had completed their task, the
Flag Exhibition was thrown open to the public en
September 8, the Countess of Hopetoun and Mr,
Barton, the Prime Minister, performing the open-
ing ceremony,

Mr. Barton read the following report from the
Judges:— "

Sir,—Attracted by the loyalty and sentiment of the
Australian people, as represented by the 30,000 designs
of a mational the great majority of which con-
tained the Union Jack and Souémern Cross), it was
felt that the only additional emblem required was one
representing the Federation of the six States.

The portrait given
«»

* Such & combination shonld be eaeily distinguished 2s
a signal of distress, as original in character, and
be agreeabld to the home authorities, as they have al-
ready given their sanction to the Southern 85 being
shown in some of the State flags, such as New Zea-
land, Vietoria, ete, and excegtmn could not be_taken
to the one star under the “Jack.” Many designs
somewhat similar were rejected as not being in ac-
cord with heraldry borders round the Union Jack, con-
trary to the heraldry and blazonry of flags, crosses,
coloured stars, stars too small to be scen at a distance,
and otherwise faulty in design.

In ronclusion, we may state that our task was mo
casy one, but our desire was to give to the people of
our new-born nation a symbol that wounid be endearing
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By o Sevics THE FEDERAL FLAG COMPETITION.

ORIGINAL, BUT IMPOSSIBLE!
The above design eomi)nses a distorted Unton Jack for background, , map of Australia, New Zea-
I:md and Tasmania, edged with green silk, water é¢lonr drawings of th® Australian coat of arms, the
ﬁlnsh Scoteh. Irish, and Welsh emblems, and ‘gnl np photographs of four steamships
en entl y forgot that "the: Australian. flag might

The designer
have to “ brave 'a thousand years tbe battle agd the

N7

A COMPETITOR WHO FANCIED THE
POME KANGAROO.

1Y IICATIY AUSTRALIAN.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH
FLAGS.

B i i e

Tl Fvsigen is thae British Blue Bosigo, aml tha Meshant Flag s the British
lied Fusian, consisting of & blue and red flag respoutively, with the Union Juek
veelping the uppur quarker nest the stafl, differenced by—A six-poinind white star
in the lower quurter uext the stall, aml fve white stars in the form of the Scullizyn =
Crosy in the © Fly,” or half of the flag lurther Irout the staff.

The wndermentionied diniensivns shoutd be obsernsd ~—

. Flags ean he made up of tho fvflowing aumber of * Brewlths,” viz, 22, 20,
18, Uil 14,712, 10, 8, 6, & 4, sud 3, A “Breadth” sigoifies a breadth of buntlug, v.e.,
U inches,  The length of'u tiag is alwaye twice the wid sl the * Hoist” ACD,
Thus, a tlag of 14 Breadths measures 31 feet 3n fesygth by 10 Teet 6 inelics in width.

The Tnion Jack occapies ose-lourth of Hag; the dingounls of Unioy Jark form
the centre el dividing iines of the combined Crosses of St Andrew and 8t Paeriek.

ke broad white ol St. Andrew’s Cruss is u]ull)crmus; in the firss aud thin
quariers nest AC of “IHoist," and the red of Si Pacrick's Cross (together -with
L&m nayrow white borler-to sanie) is nppermost in the svcond and fourth quarters
noxt ¢ Fly."  The Crosses sve-accanged o in disgenm,

DESCRIPTION AND PROPORTIONS OF CROSSES.

| Wintis oF ik Saveiar Pasnis

. Tn Feaaitions nt Widsh 0 3
Noma, N

[ I
Red iWidgth | Whiw s l : Narrom
RTINS, . . vl White
B - v ; I v } R"’:I“:._l Wity Horloe.
_St. frcorga'n Crosw nul white horders &
e TR Audtew'y Oeasa L -t ¢ ol @
Bt. Patriok’s Croaw and unrrow ovhito Lordor 3 I e ive ! 4

The six Sintes of the Conmuuwenltl we vepresented by u large white. star,
a8 in diagran,

DESCRIPTION AND PROPORTICNS OF STAR,

i j Vg ! | enor
1'vsiticn of Uentre, Dimneter. Wismster,
i g - Numrbor
E Frntiam of |V I'd0ta,
Cnder [Rxmolwr, |

Rame, >I|| }‘-nm‘lam of \\'-:I:h ol Lien dnck
1440

Coamuon ettt Sonr 00 oo Zin o Uoonn duck | prudased 3, i
ol WTeina Juek trasn Lovtame N b | 6
ealzq of Hag

Pixe Southern Cross is sepresented by five white sturs arranged s in dingran.

DESCRIPTION AND PROPORTIONS OF STARS,
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