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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG DAY 

  CELEBRATION. 
  

 
 

 
The Australian Defence Force Flag Party parading the Australian 

National Flag at the Celebration Ceremony. 
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The Australian Defence Force was represented by [from left] - Chief Petty Officer 

Andrew Stapleton RAN, Group Captain Dennis Tan RAAF and WO1 David McGarry RSM 

Australian Army. 

The Australian National Flag Day Celebration was held at King George Square Brisbane 
City on 3rd September 2025. 
 
The celebration was attended by The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brisbane 
Councillor Adrian Schrinner, who gave an address. Mr Allan Pidgeon AM, President of 
the Australian Flag Association also gave an address. 
 
Members of the Lord Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council, Ji Jenkins and Eloise Quinn 
read the Governor-General message . 
 
The Australian National Flag Day is celebrated each year to commemorate the 
anniversary of the first time, the Australian National Flag was flown in 1901.  
 
This day is a time for Australians to honour their national flag, reflect on its history and 
proudly display it. The flag known as the Commonwealth Blue Ensign was officially 
flown for the first time at a public ceremony at the Royal Exhibition Building in 
Melbourne. It was a powerful symbol of Australia nationhood. 
 

Flag-raising ceremonies are held at schools, local authorities and in Australian 
households across the nation to recognise the significance of Australian National Flag 
Day. All Australians are encouraged to fly or display our national flag with pride and to 
celebrate our highest national symbol for unity, respect and strength. 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 
The Right Honourable The Lord Mayor of 

Brisbane Cr Adrian Schrinner. 

 

 
Members of the Lord Mayor’s Youth Advisory 

Council, Ji Jenkins and Eloise Quinn read the 

Governor-General message. 
 

 

 
Mr Allan Pidgeon AM, President of the 

Australian Flag Association. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attending the Commemoration event 

was Guest Mr Leo Perdenia, from Poland, 

with Teresa Pokoj Secretary of the 

Australian American Association, 

Brisbane. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Band of the 1st Regiment, Royal Australian 

Artillery playing at the Celebration 

Ceremony. 

 

 
Happy group of students with the Lord Mayor of Brisbane Councillor Adrian Schrinner 

and other dignitaries. 



 

 
 
 

 

Some Interesting facts about the Australian National Flag. 
 

 
 

The Commonwealth star is the emblem of the Australian Federation. The six points 

represent the States and the seventh all the Federal Territories, which together 

constitute the nation, the Commonwealth of Australia. 

 

The Constellation of the Southern Cross indicates our geographical location in the 

Southern Hemisphere. This Constellation of stars relate to the various indigenous 

legends and remind us of our rich and precious Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

heritage. 

 
AUSTRALIA’S FLAG - “DID YOU KNOW?” 
 

• The Australian National Flag is the only flag to fly over an entire continent. 
• The Australian Flag was the first national flag chosen in an open public competition. 
• The prize for the design competition (£75) was a substantial sum of money in those 

days – also two commercial organisations offered additional prizes amounting to 
£125. 

• Given that there were 32,823 entries in the design competition, and the ‘Australian’ 
population was estimated to be around 3.6 million in 1901; an equivalent response 
rate from today’s population would amount to some 200,000 entries! 

• Arranging the 32,823 entries for display at the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne 
took eight weeks, and the judges needed six days to inspect them and choose the 
winning design. 

• Entrants in the flag competition gave their imagination free rein: designs submitted 
featured “every kind of flora and fauna identifiable with Australia – sometimes all at 
once” (eg a flag depicting a kangaroo with six tails to symbolise the six states; one 
with a galloping emu heading south; and another of native animals playing cricket 
with a winged cricket ball !) 

• The winning design was unveiled by the wife of our first Governor-General at a 
ceremony held at the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne on September 3, 1901. 

• Two out of the five prize-winners in the 1901 flag design competition were teenagers 
(school boy Ivor Evans and apprentice optician Leslie Hawkins), another was a well-
known female artist (Annie Dorrington) and one (William Stevens) was First Officer 
for the merchant navy. The fifth winner was a young Melbourne architect (Egbert 
Nuttall). 



 

 
• The Southern Cross (formally known as “Crux Australis”) is a constellation that can 

be seen only in the night skies of the Southern Hemisphere. The individual stars are 
named by the first five letters of the Greek alphabet – Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and 
Epsilon. 

• The Southern Cross has a very significant status in Aboriginal mythology (eg as part 
of the legend of Mululu of the Kanda tribe). 

• The Australian National Flag is raised every morning at the school in Villers-
Bretonneux in France, in memory of the thousands of Australian casualties incurred 
in liberating their village in 1917 (during the First World War). 

 
As former Governor-General The Hon. Dame Quentin Bryce AD has remarked:- 
“Since it was first unfurled from the Royal Exhibition Building in 1901, our Australian 
flag has been an icon of our shared identity, of what it means to belong to our country. 
It is much loved, worn and flown by Australians here and across the world ... 
Wherever it is raised, it stirs in us a sense of unity...” 
 
Published by ANFA (Qld) Inc. For further information about flag history and protocol, 
and the “rules” for flying the Australian flag. Please refer:- www.australianflag.net.au  
 
 

 
 
 
Before we leave this Flag section, I believe it is important to “Flag” an important point 
about the Flags Act of 1953, as it is referred to. The Australian Museum of Democracy 
has a detailed webpage entry of the Act of 1953. Please refer:-     
https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item-sdid-91.html 
 
It is in fact the first Act of 1954 and signed unlike most other Federal Government Acts 
of Australia by the Queen herself, in Australia. During her first visit. Which shows how 
important the Act was and is. It is equally fitting that the newly “emboldened” by Royal 
Assent Australian Flag first task was to flap proudly above the Queen as she officially 
unveiled the “Australian American War Memorial” in Canberra. The memorial was a first; 
the first War Memorial anywhere in the world to pay homage to America for its 
assistance in WWII. That Memorial was to be the symbol of the Anzus Alliance as it grew 
and developed." 
 
Please find attached to this Newsletter No 113, a Paper written by our Australian 
American Association’s ‘Special Projects Officer’ Mr Peter Rasey, for the National Flag 
Association of Queensland. 

 
Yours fraternally, 

 
Mike Harris  
President, Life Member & Newsletter Editor, 
Australian American Association, Brisbane. 

 

 

- 081025* 
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